NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP  and  local 
reports)  Gao  Zhisheng,  a  Christian 
human  rights  attorney  m  China,  has 
been  missing  for  more  than  100  days, 
ami  a  new  video  describes  the  torture  he 
endured  previously  at  the  hands  of  gov¬ 
ernment  officials.  .  . 

The  video,  released  by  China  Aid  and 
Voice  of  the  Martyrs,  is  a  dramatic  re¬ 
enactment  of  Gao  s  account  of  his  tor¬ 
ture,  which  also  is  available  in  written 
form  at  www.freegao.com.  The  video 
can  be  viewed  at 

http:  /  /  www.youtube.com  /  watch?v=wR 
h6DmMUn5A.  In  an  attempt  to  accurate¬ 
ly  portray  Gao's  torture,  the  video 
includes  violence  and  language  that  is 
not  appropriate  for  everyone. 

Four  U.S.  Senators  have  gotten  involved 
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Gao,  a  2008  Nobel  Peace  Prize  nomi-  yeaiH)jld  sJn.  Gao's  family  members  also 
nee  and  a  Chinese  army  veteran,  was  been  subject  to  harassment  from 

voted  one  of  China  a  top  10  lawyers  in  ^  Chinese  government,  and  in  March 
2001  by  a  Chinese  ministry  of  justice  they  were  granted  political  asylum  in  the 
publication.  In  2007  he  sent  an  open  let-  Unfted  states. 

ter  to  the  U.S.  Congress  detailing  wide-  TVo  organizations,  China  Aid  and 
spread  human  rights  abuses  in  China.  Voice  of  the  Martyrs,  are  urging  concerned 
Following  the  letterGao  was  kid-  dozens  to  join  the  more  th«  TO,000  peo- 
napped  and  held  by  public  security  offi-  who  ^ve  signed  a  petition  for  Gao's 
cers  for  more  than  50  days,  being  physi-  Please,  which  will  be  presented  to  the 
cally  and  verbally  tortured  repeatedly,  as  Embassy  in  Washington 

recounted  in  the  video  They  hope  the  petition  will  make  the 

“Ha  was  told  that  he  would  be  killed  Chinese  government  aware  that  the 
if  he  told  anyone  about  what  happened,  worid  is  matching  the  situation  and  does 
the  senators  wrote  in  the  letter.  Mr.  Gao  not  approve  of  the  inhumane  treatment 
was  last  seen  on  February  4 ,2009  at  a  rel-  Gao  jfa8  undergone. 
ative's  home,  where  more  than  10  pubUc  -Freedom  is  one  of  the  most  important 
security  officers  and  others  I0'0**?  spiritual  factors  of  a  human  being.  In 
removed  him  from  bed  and  whisked  him  addjtion  to  physical  needs,  man  also  has 
away  to  an  unknown  location.  Mr.  Gao  s  his  equally  important  spiritual  needs, 
whereabouts  are  still  unknown.  ^  y  which  is  a  blessing  given 


>re,  we  expect  is  being  tortured 
[  we  need  to  put  a  stop  to  it. 
ed  to  find  a  way  to  convince  the 
ovemment  to  tell  us  what  has 
to  Mr.  Gao;  what  have  they  done 


with  him,  how  do  they  justify  it  and  when, 
when,  when  will  they  tell  us'  that  they  will 
release  this  man  to  be  with  his  family  and 
begin  to  accord  people  like  Mr.  Gao,  and 
others  who  stand  up  for  the  rights  of  oth¬ 
ers,  tiw  same  human  rights  that  we  would 
expect  them  to  be  given?"  Dorgan  said. 

_  Gao's  wife  wrote  an  open  letter  to 

longress.  Congress  in  April,  urging  them  to  use 
he  Chinese  their  international  influence  to  reduce 


up:  American  majority  now  pn 


tion  issue  came  during  a 
porter  of  unlimited  aborti 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  A  majority  in  the 

UMted  Slates  describes  itself  as  pto-life  on 

the  abortion  issue,  marking  a  substantial 
change  m  public  opinion  in  the  last  year, 
according  to  a  new  Gallup  Pott. 

.  .Tliif  •  survey  results-  released  May  15 
showed  51  %  of  adults  said  they  are  pro-life, 
while  42%  identified  them  selves  as  pm 
choice.  It  is  the  first  time  a  majority  of 
Americans  have  called  themselves  pro-life 
since  Gallup  bie$ao  asking  the  question  in 
loos  Until  now,  no  uoli  had  shown  more 


/^\n  Monday  we  will  observe 
f  1  Memorial  Day  2009,  a 
V./  nationwide  tribute  to 
America's  war  dead  that  had  its 
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the  Wood  of  many  more 
brave  men  and  womeii 
who  have  given  their 
lives  in  defense  of  this 
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Evangelicals  today  have 
media  capabilities  that 
would  boggle  the  mind  of 
the  first  century  church.  We 
spend  millions  every  year  on 
our  message.  Jesus  spoke  a 
simple  sentence,  “Come  follow 
Me  and  rough  necks  like 
Pieter  gave  up  a  career  path  for 
the  Kingdom  call.  Yet,  with  all 
of  our  current  media  savvy, 
churches  everywhere  are 
struggling  to  reach  men.  It's  no 
secret  that  Jesus'  very  own  con¬ 
gregations  can't  seem  to  find  a 
message  that  attracts  men. 

AsTve  worked  with  con¬ 
gregations  seeking  to  construct 
mm's  ministries,  I've  discov¬ 
ered  that  churches  often  end 
up  creating  what  I've  come  to 
call  the  "marginal  man." 

The  average  guy  in  the 
pew  has  a  thought  process  in 
which  he  realizes  that  he's  not 
called  to  preach. 

Furthermore,  he  realizes  that 
he's  not  necessarily  a  good 
Bible  teacher,  and  they  won't 
let  him  sing  in  the  choir.  He's 
been  on  a  few  committees, 
but  that  wasn't  enough.  Left 
with  those  options,  he  starts 
to  see  ministry,  by  the  way 
the  church  defines  it,  as  a  for¬ 
gone  conclusion. 

Does  this  fit  the  mentality  of 
all  churches?  No,  yet  my  expe¬ 


Guest  Opinioi 


By  Jason  Cruise,  founder 
Outdoor  Ministries  Network 
Thompson  Station,  Tn. 


rience  has  found  that  it's  far 
more  the  mindset  that  rules  the 
day  rather  than  the  exception 

Given  these  options,  the  mar¬ 
ginal  man  quietly  sits  on  the 
boundaries  of  church  life.  It's 
not  that  he  doesn't  love  God,  it's 
that  he's  bored.  He  feels  left  out 
because  he  (foes  not  necessarily 
embrace  the  tight  mold  of  what 
congregations  are,  and  are  not, 
wilting  to  give  the  tide  of  "min¬ 
istry  position." 

Consider  Jeremy  Harrill,  a 
wildlife  officer  in  North 
Carolina  and  a  hard-working 
man  of  God  at  Cornerstone 
Church  in  Cleveland,  N.C. 
Knowing  that  many  men  in  his 
congregation  loved  to  hunt  and 
fish,  Harrill  started  a  Bible 


the  brotherhood,  all  centered 
around  that  niche  of  men  who 
would  willingly  skip  church 
during  hunting  season. 

HarriB's  small  group  study 
was  well  received,  and  it  wasn  t 
long  until  he  had  another  wild 
idea.  He  knew  that  many  of  these 
men  were  barely  connected  to 
church  life,  but  ft  he  could  find 
just  tire  right  opportunity,  he 
believed  that  God  could  push 
these  men  to  go  on  a  mission  trip. 

Harrill  took  his  outdoors- 
men  to  Alaska  with  the  mission 
of  sharing  the  Gospel  via  a 
DVD  produced  through  the 
Alaska  Baptist  Convention 
called,  Life:AI#ska.  Harrill  ted 
his  men  to  share  the  Gospel 
using  tire  DVD  concept,  with 
fisherman  lining  tile  banks  dur¬ 
ing  the  summer  Salmon  runs. 


The  rest  is  history,  still  in 
the  making.  Jeremy  Harrill 
understands  that  if  you  form 
a  ministry  around  a  man's 
passion,  you  don't  have  to 
motivate  him.  All  you  have  to 
do  is  give  him  permission  to 
serve  God  through  his  per¬ 
sonality,  not  in  spite  erf  it. 

Churches  today  could 
reach  men  in  droves  if  they 
would  start  with  where  men 
are,  instead  of  where  they 
want  them  to  be.  Marginal 
men  are  not  necessarily  con¬ 
tent  to  be  marginal.  Whether 
it's  through  golf,  disaster 
relief,  motorcycles,  home 
repair,  coaching,  business  net¬ 
working,  or  hunting  and  fish¬ 
ing,  marginal  men  will  turn 
into  hardcore  Jesus  followers 
if  you  can  team  them  how  to 
turn  their  passion  into  a  min¬ 
istry  with  a  Kingdom  agenda. 

Shout  the  message  that 
your  church  embraces 
testosterone,  and  your  mes¬ 
sage  will  not  only  be  heard, 
it  will  be  received  by  men. 


. 


Thz  Baptist  facts® 


Cruise's  commentary  appears 
courtesy  of  Baptist  Press  Visit 
his  websites  at  www.cut- 
doorministrynetwork.com  and 
wtow.bethemanminhtries.com. 
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school  —  in  Mardan  in  the  removed,  Christian  relief 
[sjYypp  groups  said.  Otherwise,  their 

The  school  dismissed  its  stu-  possessions  and  property  will 
dents  for  the  school  year  early  to  always  be  under  threat 
make  room  for  the  refugees.  "Christians  will  fare  terrible 
Opening  its  doors  to  the  dis-  persecution  if  die  Taliban  is  not 

**  the  government, 
"They  will  easily 


us  Christ  - 
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controlled  bv  the  government," 
Johnson  said.  "They  will  easily 
attack  churches,  schools  and 
other  Quistian  institutions." 

Rehman  Malik,  Pakistan's 
interior  minister,  has  said  the 
military  operation  would  con¬ 
tinue  until  the  last  Taliban 
fighter  had  been  ousted.  Since 
April  8,  government  troops 

amu«.i  »«««-«»  — - „  have  killed  an  estimated  751 

employed  in  hundreds  of  militants  among  an  estimated 
schools.  To  provide  for  the*mas-  5,000  Taliban  militants  in  the 
sive  influx  in  refugees,  the  Swat  Valley. 

Pakistan  government  ended  die  The  government  hopes  to 
school  year  early  in  districts  minimize  civilian  casualties 
near  the  Swat  Valley  and  through  precision  air  strikes  ind 
opened  die  schools  to  refugees  delivering  emergency  humani- 
for  temporary  housing,  tarianakf. 

Teachers  also  are  assisting  in  the  Pakistan  s  government  has 
humanitarian  relief  effort,  come  under  harsh  natrawi  and 


security  among  the  nations  due  to  gov 
se  mOWC!w&&ms.  toward  ,(refi 

"The  threat  of  the  Taliban  is  said  Yousaf 
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Pakistan's  Peshawar  diocese,  a  hanging  sword  above  the 
told  'Direct  News,  an  necks  of  Christians,  Sohail  Justice  and  Peace, 

organization  based  in  Santa  Johnson,  chief  coordinator  of 
AnaTOL,  that  provides  reports  Sharing  Life  Ministry 
on  Christians  worldwide  who  Pakistan,  told  Compass  Direct 
are  persecuted  for  their  faith.  "nmc«,nc  muld  he  in  the  sit- 
TW  Taiiban  had  ratcheted  up 
pressure  on  Christians,  other  reli¬ 
gious  minorities,  and  liberal 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 


Simply  share  die  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  1  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 


Fetal  farms  coming? 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  British  couples  may  soon  be 
able  to  create  embryos  to  use  as  body  repair  kits  for  their 
other  children  and  themselves.  The  Human  Fertilisation 
and  Embryology  Authority  (HFEA)  is  slated  to  consider  in 
Inly  a  plan  to  permit  in  vitro  fertilization  (FVF)  not  just  for 
reproductive  purposes  but  for  the  storage  of  human 
embryos  that  can  be  used  to  grow  replacement  body  parts 
and  organs  or  to  treat  diseases,  according  to  the  Daily 
Mail,  tinder  such  a  policy,  parents  could  have  stem  cells 
harvested  from  their  own  children  while  they  are  in  an 
embryonic  state  in  order  to  help  their  bom  children  and 
themselves  medically,  though  it  would  come  at  the 
expense  of  those  embryos  As  a  result,  doctors  could  pro¬ 
duce  customized  therapies  for  the  parents  and  siblings  of 
these  embryos,  the  Daily  Mail  reported  April  ~5. 
Extracting  stem  cells  from  an  embryo  results  in  the 
destruction  of  the  days-old  human  being.  Bioethics  spe¬ 
cialist  Wesley  Smith  said  "it  is  easy  h)  predict^  what  HTCA 
will  decide,  since  "this  is  Brave  New  Britain.  This  is  fig¬ 
urative  cannibalism,  treating  nascent  human  life  as  if  it 
were  a  prize  cattle  herd  or  copper  mine.  Smith  wrote  on 
his  weblog,  "and  it  won't  stop  with  embryos.  Once  the 
principle  Is  accepted  that  livmg  human  beings  can  be 
objectified  as  a  product,  there  is  no  way  that  enterprise 
will  be  limited  to  the  earliest  humans  .  fFJetal  farming  is 
on  the  table  and  the  already  bom  weak  and  vulnerable  are 
being  looked  upon  by  some  as  sources  of  organs  and  sub- 


2.  1  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  1  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (1 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

"But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  save  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God.  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name. "  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  ' Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


Some  Christians  have  com¬ 
plained  of  facing  discrimination 
in  refugee  camps.  According  to 

tl  _  Tyulnif  /\rvltno  noutc 


to  die  Taliban,  fearing  the 
Taliban  could  seize  control  of 
the  nation's  nuclear  weapons. 


new  Bible  transla- 
’  translation  will  be 


B roadman  k  Holman  Publishers  is  producing  a  i 
tion  expected  to  be  on  bookshelves  by  2004.  The  new 
known  as  the  Holman  Christian  Standard  Bible. 


The  first  statewide  Sunbeam  Workshop  in  the  Southern  Baptist 
oven  tion  is  conducted  at  Camp  Garaywa  near  Clinton  May  5-6,  accord 
r  to  Edwina  Robinson,  state  WMU  executive  secretary 
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Christian  owned  AH  home  improve 
merits.  vinyl  siding,  window*.  metai 
and  shingle  roofs,  patio  cover*,  screen 
and  glass  room*  60 1-992- 209 2.  Don 
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Have  fan  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  «  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  weeki 
puzzle:  HaggaiTwo:  Five 
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Recently  I  made  a  discovery. 

No,  it  was  not  a  discovery  of 
some  cure  |or  a  disease  or  even 
a  discovery  of  some  new  easy 
or  faster  way  to  doj| 

In  fact,  it  was  a  disc 
was  not  even  trying  to 
er,  but  for  some  wonderful  rea¬ 
son  God  brought  it  to  my  . 
understanding.  It  was  a  dis¬ 
covery  brought  on  by  the 
Heavenly  Father. 

Let  me  tell  you  about  it.  As 
I  grew  up,  my  years  were 
spent  to  a  preacher's  home,  so 
on  Sunday  morning  there  was 
not  an  issue  as  to  wjiat  we 
were  going  to  do  or  not  do. 
We  were  going  to  church,  it 
was  not  even  a  matter  of 
whether  you  felt  good  or  not. 
You  were  going  to  church. 
The  only  thing  that  seemed  to 
be  a  remote  possibility  for 
discussion  about  your  not 
going  to  church  was  if  you 
were  dead.  If  you  had  a  slight 
fever,  forget  it.  Occasional 
vomiting  did  not  matter. 
Severe  injury,  yuU  have  to  be 
somewhere,  so  we  were  load¬ 
ing  up  and  going  to  church. 

When  I  girt  grown  and  God 
called  me  to  preach,  there  was 
no  question  as  to  what  I  was 
going  to  be  doing  on  Sunday.  I 
was  going  to  be  in  church,  usu¬ 
ally  preaching  the  Word  of 
God.  It  is  not  that  I  did  not 
want  to,  because  I  did.I 
enjoyed  being  at  church  and 
looked  forward  to  preaching  to 
my  congregation.  Through  the 
years,  I  had  a  haurtting  ques¬ 
tion  and  uneasiness  in  the 
background  of  my  heart  virtu¬ 
ally  every  Sunday  morning.  I 
wondered  if  anybody  was 
going  to  be  there. 

People  do  not  have  to  come 
to  church,  they  can  get  up 
every  Sunday  morning  and 
contemplate  whether  or  not 
hey  want  to  go,  whether  'hey 
feet  like  going,  or  whet! Kir  the 
weather  is  appropriate  for 
hem  to  go.  Sometimes  1  would 
get  ud.  the  weather  would  be 


It  a  oil  knew  uni  had 

(,t  \\<  Will  i> 
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What  wooki  you  do? 
Worry  less  about 
Outliving 
Your  assets? 

You  car  have  it  all! 
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bad,  maybe  cold,  and  maybe 
rainy,  and  1  would  wonder  if 
anybody  was  going  to  come. 
On  other  days  I  would  get  up, 
and  it  would  be  drop-dead 
gorgeous,  and  l  would  wonder 
S  anyone  was  going  to  come. 
Some  of  our  folks  had  boats, 
others  loved  to  play  golf,  and 


come?  Sunday  after  Sunday, 
decade  after  decade,  they  did, 
and  I  would  wonder  why. 

A  little  over  10  years  ago 
when  I  became  executive 
director-treasurer  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist 

Convention  Board,  every  once 
in  a  while  here  was  a  Sunday 
hat  I  did  not  have  responsi¬ 
bilities  to  preach  or  obliga¬ 
tions  to  be  involved  in  he 
church  setting  for  a  celebra¬ 
tion  of  something.  I  would  be 
at  home,  and  I  faced  a  deci¬ 
sion  and  the  opportunity  of 
whether  or  not  I  was  going  to 
go  to  my  own  church  and 
enjoy  the  fellowship,  worship, 
and  experience  with  God  mid 
His  people.  At  hose  times,  I 
would  time  and  again  find  a 
great  throb  in  my  heart,  a 
draw  to  my  heart  acnd  life  that 
compelled  me  with  &reat 
delight  and  anticipation  to  get 
to  church  on  Sunday,  While  I 
really  was  not  looking  for  it  1 
discovered  what  it  is  hat  is 
happening  in  people's  hearts 
and  lives  that  makes  the 
week-to-week  Sunday  meet¬ 
ing  wih  God  so  important. 

I  found  out  how  much  I 
needed  to  be  there.  I  looked 
forward  wih  great  delight  to 
experiencing  what  I  found 
when  I  got  there.  1  discovered 


from  my  own  personal  experi¬ 
ence  and  satisfaction  that  what 
1  had  been  a  part  of  all  of  my 
life  was  a  fantastic  thing  that 
God  did  when  He  arranged  for 
us  to  meet  with  Him  on 
Sunday.  Even  hough  there  are 
times  when  l  am  not  required 
to  be  there,  1  cannot  avoid  the 
inner  pressure  that  says  to  me, 
"You  do  not  want  to  miss 
this!"  Indeed,  I  do  not. 

I  have  been  to  church  when 
the  crowd  was  down  but  the 
service  was  great.  I  have  been 
there  when  the  spirit  seemed 
to  be  a  little  lackluster  but  it 
was  just  what  I  needed.  I  have 
been  here  when  the  pastor  did 
not  think  he  did  a  superb  job  of 
preaching  and  I  completely 
disagreed.  It  is  amazing,  for  I 
cannot  recall  one  time  when  I 


renews  he  invitation  every 
week.  It  is  a  day  of  purpose,  a 
day  of  renewal,  and  a  day  of 
new  designs  for  life.  I  discov¬ 
ered  how  good  it  has  been 
through  he  years  and  how 
good  it  is  even  when  you  do 
not  even  have  to  do  it.  God 
has  a  blessing  for  you.  If  you 
do  not  go.  He  will  miss  you, 
but  I  think  you  will  miss  Him 
much  more.  I  discovered  why 
folks  are  in  church  week  to 
week,  and  I  was  certainly 
blessed  with  treasures  divine^ 
If  you  have  not  found  this 
blessing,  why  don't  you 
search  this  Sunday  and  dis¬ 
cover  what  people  through 
the  ages  have  found  —  that 
great  blessings  await  you, 
week  after  week. 

■  1  i” 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at 
jfutratthnbcb.org. 


Alaska  -  Aug  10-Sep  7. 2009 
Routing  - 1-55  to  Muon,  h2BB m. 
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L.D.  CmiRE 

FINANCIAL  SERVICES 

Call  Us  At 

i-80ft-S44-3254 


MSAudioLLC 


Design  &  Integration  of  Professional  Audio,  Video,  *  mgnung 
Church,  Conference  Room,  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 

Troooer  Hales  PO.  Box  1575  Ph  601-923-9947 

toftKaJLtfollc.com  Ctaoo,  MS  59000  F«  MI-924-2880 


NORTH*  AST  CHRISTIAN  ACADEMY 

in  Ripley,  Miss.,  is  takmgappiications 
for  principal.  NCA  is  aTC-Uth  grade 
school.  Please  submit  resume  to  NCA, 
P.O.  Box  925,  Ripley,  MS  38663. 

F*C  SHERIDAN,  ARKANSAS,  IS 
immediatoly  act«*ing  resumes  lor  a 
full-time  pastor  Ptease  submit  resumes 
to  Tucker  Patterson,  attn:  pastor  search 


MS  QUARTET  CONVENTION: 

June  44  2009:  at  Forrest  County 
Multipurpose  Center  in  Hattiesburg 
w.lhDCM  BROTHERS  (on  Thurs.)  i 
over  20  other  Artists.  3-<tey  concert 
pass:  Adv.  General  $25  or  Adv. 
Reserved  Circle  S35-*Croun 
Discounts  for  10  or  more  and  RV- 
Hookups  $22per  day  catt  Ml -466- 


Baptist  Church,  Collierville,  Tern.,  a 
conservative  church  with  a  traditional 
worship  style.  Is  seeking  a  Ml-time 
minister  of  music.  Resumes  will  be 
accepted  until  June  1 5,  2009.  Vfaumay 
mail  your  esume  to  personnel  commit¬ 
tee.  Covenant  Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Bo* 
1 1BS,  Collierville,  TN  3802?  or  email 

to  drsampcovetwrVorrtheweh.oqt. _ 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR  IN  TAIWAN. 
Grace  Baptist  Church  in  Taipei  Taiwan 
is  seeking  a  fA  associate  pastor  for  its 


Greerwifc,  Mas.,  is  seeking  CodV  man  for 

owS«toircFtotrcpr**fan.  VW arc* con¬ 
temporary  styled  Soufliem  Baptist  chweb 
in  die  heart  of  te  Oeta.  Send  resumes  to 
Cert  Carder,  235  tteum  Ridge  Road 

Hofandde,  VS  3B?4»3?56s  . 

OAKHItl  IN  MERIDIAN,  R  SWING 
a  position  of  a  part-time  minister  of 
youth,  call  601-482-5583.  . _ ■ 

kAtfM'Voimi  wow**-  fASTswt 

Baptist  Church,  Belmont,  Miss  .  Send 
resume  to  fastsirfr  Baptist  Church, 
808  Virginia  Street.  Beiy.om.Ms 


>CIIH  s,vstt»*-i  ',n'“ 

at  ntwidesooRbotmall.com.  _ 

HftDRBERG  STAINED  CLASS, 
Meridian  Design,  fabrication,  repair, 
fa*  Wlustraiions  to  601-4R3-79S8  or 
call  800-368-2 70S.  .  ..  -  ■, 

QDNDO  IN  GATUNBURG  TOR  RW* 
2  bedrm,  2  bath,  foil  kitchen,  waking 
riisiam  e  to  parkway,  $700fjmrte  t  all  tor 
Womiatwn  28 1 -855-4469  or  832  922- 
0101AH4I .  Email  pdiw4?60#a8.net 
GULF SHORES  VACATION  HOME: 
Summer  Special  4899?wk  large 
tome  with  Game  room.  Sleeps  12. 
Gall  225-241.54.67  or  visit 


rrp  : «;•  *  z 


I!  662-24 
a  message 


MS  A  At  sine*  CM  800-605-2970. 


state  to  stafte,  3 
service  charge. 
www.fowwnyT 


BAFTHTIRIES  A  STHFUS. 
r  murals,  heaters,  lighting,  wat- 

_ t  crosses,  paw  cusWons,  krinkl 

as,  carpet,  sign*.  Church  Supply 

vnoanv  of  Texas,  800-72IF8291 _ 

ST aInL D  CiLASS:  NEW  WINOOWS 
and  repairs  Hopper  Stained  Glass, 

(ackson,  877-477-1099. _ 

FOR  REST  RATES  ON:  MEDICARE 
supplements.  Major  Medical  S 
Group  Health  Insurance  plans  as 
well  as  home  and  auto.  Call  Turner 
Insurance,  1-800-541-8196  or  visit 

www.turnerinsuranceonfine  C«ti. 

cTark  XOcTTonS:  STeTi  your 
Retd  Estate  or  business  in  30  days.  Wfe 
buy  estates  Nick  Clark.  R.E.  Broker  and 
auctioneer,  «Ot-317^^^: 
CHURCH  FEW  UVMOtSTfRY  FRtt 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman 

MtaLjftone  601  -276-6617.^ _ 

StStN'S  SIDING,  IACKSON. 


Thx  Baptkt  Rbcord 


J  - 


SENIOR  ADULT  RETREAT  III 

Biloxi 


May  25  &  26  at  FBC 


Crossgates  BC,  Brandon,  MS 

Thursday,  July  16, 1:30  p.m.  - 
v  Saturday,  July  18, 3  p.m. 


English  as  a  Second  Language 
(with  an  EFL  component) 

•  Adult  Reading  and  Writing 

u*  v  Tutoring  Children  and  Youth  * 

•  Chronological  Bible  Storying  . 

Seminars  for  those  who  have  had 
the  Basic  Workshop  ... 

include  topics  such  as:  Web  sites,  dtizensl 
Biblical  material,  cultures  and  religions  of 
internationals  living  in  Mississippi,  prison 


Church  Growth  A  Missions 


Tommy  AmUreott... Family  Mission  Protects 
pugv  Srock  .  Loading  a  Child  to  Faith  in  Christ 
Stova  Davis... Deacons  in  Ministry 
Rick  Howorton... Small  Group  Ministry 
Mike  McCoot..  .The  Innovative  Church 
Ooorae  Ross... The  Need  for  Planting  Churches  in  a 
Churched  Culture 

ygar. .  .Building  Bridges  to  Reach  the  Unchurched  in  Your  Community 
Wade  Steelman  ..Mentoring  Church  leaders  and 
Initiating  a  Mentoring  Launch 
Cindy  Townsond.,. Refresh  Your  Women's  Ministry 

.  _  _ _  uinA  ncuCTIAKISI 


T.W.  Hunt 

The  Personal  and 
Spiritual  Growth  of  a  lea< 
Lavon  Gray 
Ministers  of  Music 
Tommy  King 
Balancing  a  Bi-Vocation 
Ministry  and  lifeStyle 
Tony  Merida 
The  Nuts  and  Bolts  df 
Preparing  for  Sunday 
Steve  Stone 
Knowing  and  Doing 


literacy  ministry. 


Highlight 


Special  50th  Anniversary  Celebration 
of  Literacy  Missions  in  North  America 


Gastdn  Romero  .  VIDA  DEVOTIONAL 


Age-Group  Ministry 


Cost:  $10  registration,  $19  cost  of  manual 
(for  Basic  workshops  only) 

$7  per  meal  (if  applicable) 

Registration:  on  Web  site  or  contact  Paula  Smith  or 
Karen  Redditt  (800-748-1651 ,  ext.  316  / 
psmifo@fTfocb.org  /  kredditt@mbcb.org )  in  foe 


105  Wsstover  Drive,  Hattiesburg,  MS  •  39402 
Ask  for  Group  Code  Title:  REFRESH  Conference 
(Hotel  is  located  just  west  of  159  at  Ex#  65  an  norti  side  cf  h&ghway  98) 

Sponsored  by:  Mississippi  Boptwt  ConreMon  Board,  Tmpk  Baptist  Church.  UfaWay  Ovation  Itosauron  ond  Your  Locol  AssockSkm 


Preacher:  Bill  Baker, 

Former  pastor  at  FBC,  Clinton 

Choirs:  I.  FBC,  Hattiesburg 

II.  Cottage  HiHs,  Mobile,  Ala. 
The  Gathering  I:  John  Yates,  Enterprise,  Al 
The  Gathering  II:  First  Love,  Metro  Area 

Day  1 :  1 :00  p.m.  -  5:30  p.m. 
Dav  2:  8:00  a  m.  -  1 1 :45  a  m. 


April  14-15 
Auburn  BC,  Tupelo 

For  more  information,  call  (601)  292-3305 
or  1-800-748-1651  (toll-free  in  state). 


‘Pastor  and  Wife  Workshop 

Workshop  Leader:  Claude  V,  King 

Ministers  Wives  Sessions  Leader: 
Marion  Duncan 


Ministry, 


601-292-3284,  1-800-748-1651,  dbroshjerGmbcb.org 
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Jake  Gulledge 


Stuart  Hall 
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PROVIDING  A  REVIEW  OF  YEAR  ONE  C20O8 
CONTENT)  AND  A  PRESENTATION  OF  YEAR 


Colossians  4*2-5 

.  God  leads  us  to  prayer  and  thanksgiving  (v2) 

.  God  leads  us  to  share  the  message  of  Christ  (vs3-4) 
.  God  leads  us  to  minister  and  give 


For  more  information,  contact  David  Michel 


Purpose:  lb  create  awareness  of  the  scope  of  responsfoitity 
and  the  need  to  apply  professional  standards  m  the  ministry  of 
chunk  and  denominational  secretary  (ministry  assistant X  To  offer 
in-depth  experiential  treatment  of  specific  areas  of  office  adminis¬ 
tration  and  ministry. 

REGISTRATION  DEADLINE:  'thm*mddtt&*rby 

Joiy  24,  200f .  TW*»  wffl  he  a  95  farte  fee  after  Jaly  24, 7SOS. 

For  Mi*  tatonootta^  call  Kay  McOobboII  *4  WH  292-3305 
or  lWII'Un  ttoB-fho*  hi  state),  or  amafl  knwdoi»n«l»nsibcKwg 


Molt  Karlin 


Birmingham,  AL 


August  1 8-20,  2009 


professional  Certification 

for  Ministry  Assistants  and 
Ministry  Office  SkillShops 


FeatunnQ . 
LSflO  R0S6 
and  Dianne  C 


tj: 


J 
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jacksors,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601  292 


Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530 

jp£pHpHH|  f.  *“  1 

"5ince  ancient  times  no  one  has 
perceive l.  no  eye  has  seen  any  j 
Who  acts  on  behalf  of  those  wh 


Phftppines.  May  27-A*w 
t0«X  tDleadtnVBS'and 


CONFERENCE 

FBC,  Jackson,  July  9-1 1 


Laurel,  Miss.  (601)  763-7571 
Solem  Heights  BC  •  5850  Hwy  84  West 

Long  Beach,  Miss.  (288}  864-2584 

FBC  •  300  North  Cleveland  Avenue 


June  12  Souths 

6:30  P.M,  DeSoto  HiJH 


19*.  (662)  890-2452 
680  Getwefi  Road 


Sponsored 


Conference  begins  at  12:30  p.m.  on  Thursday 
Ends  at  noon  on  Saturday  / 


Church  Music 
Department 


June  14 

11:00  A.M. 


SS.  (662)  624-2538 

ilfSt  vTTcci 


COST  OF  CONFERENCE  $30 

.Make  check  payable  to  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
and  mail  with  registration  form  to*. 

Church  Music  Department,  leadership  Conference 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205  by  July  1, 2009. 


1-800748-1651 


t2)  456*5311 


in  Jackson 

601-292-3266 


West  Point,  Miss.  (662)  4944213 

FBC  •  134  East  Brood  Street 

Jackson,  Miss.  (601)  949-1900 

FBC  •  431  North  State  Street 

NO  ADMISSION  CHARGE 


For  more  information,  registration  farms  and  morel  listings,  visit  our 
Web  Site  at  www.mbcb.org  and  elide  on  Deparrments/Chtirch 

leadership  Conference.  You  may 
also  call  1800-748*1651,  ext  267,  or  in  Jackson,  601-292-3267. 

NO  CHILD  CARE  AVAILABLE  , : :  ■&,  m 


June  16 

6:30  P.M. 


i  A  asresgSa 

|  pj|&  4 

f  1  \M 

1  ...  jl  AW,  .^jL  ”4 

f  ; 


1.  ML  Zion  Church,  Lincoln 


Watson 

Crosby. 


2a.  ML  Comfort  Church  children 


MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS 


1.  ML  Zion  Church 


4a.  Parkway  Church  youth 


Mt.  Comfort  Church 
Calhoun  Association,  rec 
its  Bible  drillers 
n  are  children's 
drillers  Patrick  Kelly, 
Savannah  Smith,  arid 
Kayde  Coleman;  and 
youth  drillers  Rebekah 
Baker,  Benjamin  Baker, 
and  Janae  Harrelson. 


3.  Trinity  Church, 

Philadelphia,  recognizes 
Bible  driller  Sam  Lovom, 
who  placed  first  in  the 
State  Speed  Bible  Drills. 
Shown  is  Lovem  and 
Mike  Carr. 


Parkway  Church, 

Houston,  recognizes  its 
Bible  drillers.  Shown  are 
the  youth  drillers  and  the 
children's  drillers. 


3.  Lovom  and  Carr 


1.  Larue  Church,  Ocean 
Springs:  June  1  -  5,  8  JO  - 
11:30  a.m.;  for  children 
who  have  completed 
kindergarten  -  9th  grade; 
lunch  and  transportation 
provided. 

2.  First  Church,  Glendale: 

May  31 -June  5;  5J0- 8:15 
p.m.;  preschool  -  6th 
grade. 

3  Rawls  Springs  Church, 
Hattiesburg:  June  1  -  5;  9 
a  m.  -  noon;  2nd  -  6th 
grade. 

4.  Academy  Church, 


Bethel  Church,  Brandon: 
June  7  -  11;  6  -  8:30  p.m. 


Melody  Hanberry 

received  Mississippi 
College's  2009  Pittman 
Young  Faculty  Award. 
Shown  are  Alicia 
Pittman,  George  Pittman, 
Hanberry,  and  Ron 
Howard. 

Mississippi  College 
alumni  will  meet  at  the 
Southern  Baptist 

Convention  in  Louisville, 
Ky.,  June  23, 8  p.m.,  at  the 


Kentucky  Fair  & 
Exposition  Center.  For 
information,  call  Ross 
Aven  at  (601)  925-3228  or 
aven#mc.edu. 

Mississippi  College  will 
have  orientation  sessions 
for  new  students  June  19 
-  20  and  July  10  -  11.  For 
more  information,  con¬ 
tact  MC's  Office  of 
Enrollment  Services  at 
(601)925-3800. 


f.  The  Pittmans,  Hanberry,  and  Howard 


A  Retirement  Reception 
was  held  recently  at 
William  Carey 

University  for  four  facul¬ 
ty  members  whose  total 
years  of  service  equal  81 
years.  (Left  to  right) 
Linda  Steele  of 
Hattiesburg,  lecturer  in 
education,  retires  after  10 
years;  Walter  Butler  of 
Seminary,  professor  of 
education,  served  for  15 
years;  Cloyd  Ezell  of 


Hattiesburg,  chair  and 
professor  of  mathematics, 
retires  after  15  years; 
Josephine  D'Arpa  of 
Hattiesburg,  associate 
professor  of  music, 
served  for  44  years;  and 
Tommy  King,  president 
of  WCU  pose  for  pictures 


retirees  received  gifts  and 
were  honored  with  a 
reception  in  the  Lucile 
Parker  Art  Gallery. 


4.  William  Carey  University  retirees 
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Term 


Ity.  We  call  It  a  Mission 


jwtthi' vJjp Poify,  pastored  small  churches  for  more 
jars.  When  urgent  medical  needs  meant  early  retirement, 
•oily  weren't  sure  how  they  would  mate  it.  Then,  they  were 
for  help  from  MisstomDignity. 

GuideStones  MissionOignity  ministry 
,  Kk  provides  critical  financial  assistance  to 
;  v  n  thousands  of  retired  Southern  Baptist 
Bk  ministers,  workers  or  then  widows  But 

we  can't  do  it  without  your  help 


between  eating  and  not  eating; 
between  having  medication 
and  not  having  medication.” 

-  Bud  Peters 


May  21,  2009 


The  Bactist  Rscoko 


Ivate  ourselves.  God  (Wand  then find  themselves 

entrusted  them  to  us  to  caught  between  two  worlds:  the  £«&£* 
be  used  for  His  purpos-  lost  and  the  saved.  They  no  Barnabas  and  «*cpurage 
es.  One  of  His  purp<£  |onger  fit  in  to©  wrid  in  whidi  bei^ers  by  te»chm| 
es  is  for  us  to  meet  the  they  lived  when  they  were  lost  Scnptare  Jgj* u 
needs  of  other  believ-  but  tragically  tfenr  aren  t  being  connect  God  s  WOTdJi 
ers  Bv willingly giving  openly  received  by  fellow  tiiey live cteuyte afalien 

itarw  sifts  fcrsarri?B 
SKarcssrsc  gesittfi 

Kingdom  responsibilities.  We  need  to  encourage  him/her  they  spoke  m  toe  sjm. 
Instead,  they're  encouraged  as 
thev  see  our  faith  being  lived 
out'  before  4m,  as  their  needs 
are  met,  and  as  they  remain 


Barnabas:  Tire  Mari  Who 


have  become  pes-  W 
statistic  are!  are  living  c 

defeated  lives  rather  51 

than  tihe  abundant  lives  God 
intends  for  them.  Take  a  look 
around,  and  you  can  see  dis¬ 
couraged  believers  every  day 
and  everywhere.  But,  what  can 
we  do  to  help  them?  We  can 
help  than  by  encouraging  them 
through  our  words  and  actions. 


luut/  iki  cutv*  w — —  : —  r,  t  ...  a 

him/her  to  other  believers.  had  been  dismissed. 

Discipline  (Acts  11:19-26)  Like  Barnabas,  we  can 

The  third  action  we  can  take  encourage  other  believers  by 
to  encourage  other  believers  is  raying  a  verbal  witness  of  Jesus 
to  disciple  them.  Barnabas  did  Christ.  The  hearing  of  the 
this  when  he  went  to  Antioch  Gospel  is  an  encouragement  to 
8  *  *■  ■  any  believer  as  it  brings  focus 

and  perspective,  ana  as  it 
reminds  us  all  erf  our  responsi¬ 
bility  to  teB  others  about  Him. 

If  you  want  to  encourage 
other  believers  as  Barnabas 
did,  choose  to  live  a  life  of 
themselves  according  giving,  serving,  disciplmg, 
ire  and  return  to  han-  and  witnessing. _ 

Minister  of  Education, 


STs  Tire  fit^actoiwean  take  to  °  Serving  (Acte  9-^28) 

the  lives  of  too  encourage  other  believers  is  to  The  second  action  we  can 
and  believers,  give  financially  for  kingdom  take  to  encourage  other  behev- 

SSSEdidraS'^l^!  Se£ShhU«iup.o 

gy,wi.i  SS‘SoSSL^«c.Wl«n 

iLnistries,  our  the  money  to  the  apostles  to  be  were  skeptical  aoouioaui  sew  ,  hehevers  stop 

f  Em*™  ISi^fSs  can  encourage  Barnabas  Interceded  Pfor  him  to  Scrijgire  and  1^  to  ^ 
LSg"  ot£  belted  of  ^  and  spoke  on  his  behalf.  dUng^mselve^ccorfmgto 

rttld  on  neca-  resources  God  has  entrusted  to  The  situation  with  Saul  was-  die  standards  of  the  worto/the 

w.  n't  unique  to  his  d«y.  It  still  hap-  bdfever  who  »,ccumb.  B 

^  ing  die  reign  of  the  that  specifically  foretells  the 

lore  the  Bible  SBrsiSiiysfiS? 

:  A  Path  to  Fulfillment  ^Ef0,lhtT"nabied  senP’t/jKrt0. Assyria  pose!  to 

.  , ,  .  _  4  .  ■  i  believers  to  live  with  them.  In  the  previous  verses, 

Micah  4:1*4;  5:1*4  confidence  and  assur-  4:9-13  shows  God's  plan  for 

(.  tTrr  c-ji,  p.»|.s  ance  in  an  uncertain  His  people  in  eludes  not  only 

EE -  ■kjH  world.  The  reign  of  the  painful  discipline  but  also 

-rL,  iiu,  6Z3HKHHI  Messiah  didnt  auto-  eventual  victory.  During  this 

t  thirty  when  1  In  our  last  lesson,  maticallv  change  die  time  of  discipline,  the  conse- 

hzsiksi  sgr& « EL.1?*:  g^j**^--**. 

ssass  gvagsg  "-assay— 

s  truck.  Friends  toSSlicah  pictmes  die  world  was  the  towr 

*5«at!s  ss&s  .ssrssagsrs* 

spears  for  rakes  and  hoes,  these  verses^  Hus  was  a  smau 
Nations  will  quit  fighting  each  non-des^t  town  ttatMad 
other  quit  learning  now  to  kill  prophesied  from  which  the  rule! 
one  another.  Each  man  will  sit  of  Israel  would  come.  It  was  ore 
under  his  own  shade  tree,  each  small  town  of  thousands  toa 
woman  in  safety  will  tend  her  God  chose  for  the  buthotaoe  o 
own  garden.  God -of-the- Angel-  the  long  awaited  Messiah 
Armies  says  so,  and  he  means  Bethlehern  means  House  o 
what  he  says."  Bread,  and  later  in  John  6.dt 

Accepting  Sin's  Consequences  Jesus  referred  to  Himself  as  tb 
P  (Micah  5:1)  Bread  of  Life.  Ephrathah  mean 

This  verse  concludes  a  sec-  "fruitfulness '  or  abunuance. 
tion  which  begins  with  4:9  These  words  were  made  man 
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activities  for  seouter  or  outside  erganiza^^ 

ssr— .  !?SS5Sacastf 

S-s5*  “«rr:«533S!?* 

Sa-  SSSSSSSB  w»srs« s 


news  and  photographs 
that  taka  pteoe  in  coop 
toe  Mississippi  Baptist  ( 
News  submitted  for 
Baptist  Record  must  be 
ten,  fb)  neatly  printed  « 
paper,  or  (c)  noatty  prtn 


_ _  _ _ newepaper.  AM  arti¬ 
cles  mist  be  received  in  writing;  no  articles 
wit!  be  accepted  over  to©  telephone. 

News  be  flubntited  skMrcreoa*  to  fie 

addnStebeli^anarrejrtbeocriainedlntitonnes- 

sttwormt of  m  Mfial  kxm  8 

■^n*  torwfe  ro  s»(!  aftachmente  be  aco**>d 


May  31, 6:3d  p.m.,  followed 
by  fellowship  and  potluck 


Williams,  Piercw,  Barbara 
Pierce,  and  Dewayne 


held  a  deacon  ordination 
service  Apr.  26.  Shown  are 
f»*v*d  Ogg,  Kay  Ogg, 
Sarah  Ogg,  Wilbam  Ogg, 
and  pastor  John  Box. 

10.  The  youth  Sunday  School 

_ *  n _ Aii _ _ l. 


will  have  a 


McNeil  Craft  and  Pat 


1'  Fear  Mile  Creek  Church, 
will  host  a  fam- 


9’ajn.,  featuring  Lee 
hpoouer,  ror  auonnanon* 
call  (228)  475-8244 


3.  Academ 


concert 


May  23,  7  p.m. 


4.  Roee  Hill 


6.  The 


annual 


11.  Main 


wn  are  Marc 


Macedonia  Church,  Peart, 
awarded  the  Outstanding 
Prime  Timers  of  the  Year 


award  to  Pat  and  Martha 


9.  First  Church,  Shannon 


Tbs  Baptist  Rs 


_ _ _ _  Li. 

Shown  are  the  partidpants. 

'll.  Ladies  from  Main  Street 


River  '  Road  plantation 
homes  near  Vacherie,  la 
Shown  are  the  partidpants. 


13.  BivocaHonal  music  leaders  class 


1 .  *  .  H  , 

May  21, 20B9 


the  New 


Smith;  back  row. 


Murphy  at  the  church's 
senior  adult  day  May  3. 
Shown  are  Martha  Murphy, 
Becky  Bolling,  and  Pat 
'  ilurpliyt 

9.  First  Church.  Shannon. 
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